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COMMURIST IRREGULARS ACTIVE IN CHEKTANG

Chou Yen, Governor of Chekiang, told reporters th... .Jcel Commnists
numbered about 20,000, bdut unofficial quarters estimate thoss in southern
Chskiang alove at more than 20,000: western Chekiang, 15,000; and eastern
Chekiang, abont 10,000. The Commmniste have been well-established in the
soth along the Fukien border, for a long time. Efforts at suppreasion have _
morely miltipiied their number. Now they operate under the bamner of ‘ R
*Iiberaticu Army North of the On Ho.” In western Chekiang, the region around :
Ttien-om Shan has tscome & Communist empire. In easteru Chekiang, the "Peopie's
Liberation Army Weet of the Railway" ic combining with Communisi bande in
weat, Chekiang axd Anhwei to set up organizations ¢o cooporate with the main
OCF farcees when they cross ihe Ch'ang Chieng (Yangtzse).

Quite a number of hsien cities in the soutk or the prov ince have been
taken by Commmnists. A body of Chinese Coornist irrvegulars is moving toward
ths Chekiang-Kiangsi Railwey to block tke only retreat lsft for the goverument
troops in the Nen-ching--Chang-hai--Esng-chou triangle. Small bands are
forming into larger groups to attack the oities, and, in & number of cases,
the Communist have simply persuaded govermmout garriscms to hand over thelr
aras.

These Communist irregular uniis are gstting together in preparation ror the NGREN
CCF advance south, and dealing with them is no longer a mattor of local preserve~ AR :
vica of the peacs. Oftan the troops sent to quell a disturbsnce surremnder to e
the trouble-makers.

Urgent orlers have bsen issued to conscript new recruiis at the rate
of five men per 100 families, or 140,000 for the yrovince by 20 Karch 199 .
However, government officials, thinking that pusce i1l come soon, are
“ refasing to take an this respansibility and ars "retiring.”
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